                                       Notes from Public Hearing of 7/12/2016

VISTA of MAINE VINEYARD & CIDERY, LLC

Those present; Peter Jolicoeur, George Schott, Byron Boington, and Bob Hodgkins.   Also present were CEO Ken Pratt, AVCOG Representative John Maloney and Select Board Liaison Don Bedford

Members of the community included; Dennis Sanborn, Kendall Ricker, Harry Ricker and Barbara Vivian.
The Public Haring opened at 6:30PM by acting Chairman, Bob Hodgkins.   Mr Hodgkins then reminded those preset that the meeting is televised and that only 1 person at a time should be speaking as the microphones will not pick up several voices at the same time.
The purpose of this Public Hearing is to give the neighboring community to the development on Hills Ridge Rd the opportunity to voice there concerns about the addition of a wedding barn at the current location of the vineyard.
Mr Harry Ricker gave a brief overview of the plan for the benefit of the community members present and TV audience.   He stated there is a good apple crop from the trees that were planted and they should be ready for this years pick-your-own business.   He also stated that the grapes that were planted are doing good and should be ready for next years harvest.
Remarks from the floor included;

Ms Barbara Vivian spoke to the issue of traffic on Jillson Road.   Her main   concern was for people attending weddings at the location would be driving too fast on a dirt road that has no posted speed limit.   She also stated that this road has a lot of people walking, riding horses and children out and about on it.   She stated that it would be a lot safer for all if access was via Sawyer Rd and Coburn Rd, keeping traffic off Jillson Rd.
Mr George Schott also spoke in agreement with Ms Vivian.   He stated that the issue may come with people using GPS to get to the location.   If they were coming from the Sabattus are they would most likely be put onto Jillson Rd.   He asked that the directions from Sawyer and Coburn roads be put on the advertisement brochures.

There was a brief discussion about the possible ways to handle these issues.   Some ideas came up that the Rickers will be looking into for implementing in their business.

As there were no more questions or comments the public Hearing closed at 6:43pm
Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Jolicoeur                                                          _______________________
Secretary                                                                           Chairman
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