Town of Greene, Maine

Planning Board Minutes

June 9, 2015
      John Bennett,  946-4125

      Peter Jolicoeur, Secretary & Associate, c:740-5503
      George Schott, Treasurer, Associate, 946-7972

      Mark Randall, 946-5108

      Bob Hodgkins, 946-5331
      Byron Boyington, 946-4850 c:267-1062
      Ken Pratt, CEO

      John Maloney, AVCOG, 783-9186
                                     CALL TO ORDER

Those Members present were Mark Randall, Bob Hodgkins, Byron Boyington, Peter Jolicoeur, John Bennett and George Schott.   Also present was CEO Ken Pratt, AVCOG Representative John Maloney, Select Board Liaison Don Bedford and several members of the community.
Acting Chairman John Bennett called the Planning Board meeting to order at 7:02pm.   Mr Bennett then read the announcements.   
I.                ANNOUNCEMENTS:

(A)   Planning Board Agenda for the July 14, 2015 meeting closes

June 30, 2015.

(B)   Next regular Planning Board Meeting is July 14, 2015 at 

  7:00PM at the Greene Town Office. 

(C)   All AVCOG fees must be paid prior to the signing of the Final 

Mylar.

II. MINUTES FOR PLANNING BOARD MEETING

Mr Schott made the motion to accept the minutes from the May 12, 2015 meeting, Mr Boyington seconded the motion.   The vote was 4 accepted, 2 abstained.

Mr Schott then made the motion to accept the minutes from the May 27,2015 Public Hearing, Mr Boyington seconded the motion.   The vote was 4 accepted, 2 abstained.
III.        TREASURER’S REPORT

Mr Schott reported that the $250.00 appropriated to the Planning Board was now in the treasury account and with the negative $25.00 the balance is now $225.00.
IV.              CEO REPORT 

Mr Pratt reported that there was nothing new.

OLD BUSINESS:      

VI. BATES COLLEGE BOATHOUSE
Mr Schott stated that he has done business with this same consultant and considered it a possible conflict of interest for this plan.   The applicant responded stating that they had no problem with Mr Schott being on the board as long as he could be objective.   The board agreed that it was not an issue as long as Mr Schott remained objective.
Ms Kylie Mason, Senior Landscape Architect, Sebago Technics, was present this evening representing the Bate project.   Ms Mason began with a brief overview of the project and reported on the prior requests made by the board.   She also stated that Bates was looking for the board to approve this project so that they could continue with the plan.
The question was asked if this was a hearing or a meeting.   It is the regularly scheduled meeting and all activity is for that purpose.

Mr Bennett then stated that after reviewing the land use options for this project he was comfortable with it being listed as like a marina.   Bates College has provided the board with a Use Schedule for the Boat House that was requested showing the proposed schedule for regattas.   After a brief discussion the board agreed.
Ms Mason then stated that parking is only planned for being in the graveled areas with the turf areas being used for overflow parking.   They were looking for some kind of approval that the turf area could be used for that purpose.   Mr Bennett stated that as long as the turf area was not used to the point of turning it to dirt it would be allowable.   Mr Maloney then stated that the preliminary findings attempts to address this situation with the CEO inspecting the area periodically for the grassed areas remaining grass.
There was a brief discussion on pervious and impervious areas to further determine adequate parking accommodations.   If the DEP rules that turf is impervious there will be no parking beyond the 18 spaces on the gravel area with bus and van parking covered under permit by rule from DEP.   All other parking will have to be in another approved area with possible shuttle service to and from.

Here was a brief discussion about parking in the setback area.   Note #6 of the Parking Lot Ordinance doesn’t eliminate parking in the setback area.   Parking will not be permitted on the right-of-way or on River Rd because of traffic safety.   Mr Maloney stated that parking historically is not allowed in the setback areas.   Lines will need to be entered on the plan to show parking fits within the owned property.

Ms Mason then stated that a door has been added to the building and the concrete pad was modified to comply with the Shore Land Ordinance.   She also stated that the buffering at the edge of the property from the neighbors would not be changing.   Mr Fournier stated that they were not concerned about river views in that direction.   The building will be about 45 feet from the tree line.   There was a brief discussion about the types of trees and shrubs that could be used.   Mr and Mrs Fournier then weighed in on what they would like to see for trees with an agreement reached.
There was a brief discussion about the storm water design and if the septic design was adequate.   It was determined that the septic will not be used by anyone other than the team as stated in the findings of fact.   It would not be able to handle the amount of usage by everyone during regattas and other events.   Bates will have to bring in porta potties for those events.

The question arose if there had been any response to the letters sent to the town officials about the plan.   Mr Pratt stated that the Road Commissioner has signed off as being OK as planned.
The Usage Type was discussed again with the determination that it will be considered a marina like facility.

Mr Nesbitt stood and stated that he hadn’t heard anything about the college allowing public access to the river from their facility.   He felt the town should require the public be able to use their access area.   It was stated that CMP provides public access to the river at another location about a mile away.

There was then an added discussion about road access and parking safety.   Bates will be sure that there is no parking on the public part of the roadway and the events that happened at the spring regatta not be repeated.
Mr Maloney then reviewed and summarized the draft findings of fact and conclusions of law.
Mr Hodgkins made motion to approve conditionally the completed finding of fact and application providing the AVCOG fees are paid and the mylars are available for signing.   Mr Boygton seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

There was a brief discussion about the appeal process and the possibility of a special meeting for final approval and signing.   Mr Schott then made the motion to hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday, June 24, 2015 at 7:00pm, at the town office building.   Mr Hodgkins seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
VII        EVERGREEN SUBDIVISION
      This plan was tabled this evening until the next regular meeting as the review of the

      prior plan was lengthy and the applicant did not stay.

NEW BUSINESS:

VIII        NONE
IX.          INFORMATIONAL EXCHANGE

NONE
X.    CORRESPONDENCE

NONE
Seeing no further discussion necessary, Mr. Boygton made a motion for adjournment.  Mr Schott seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:10pm.

Respectfully submitted by,

Peter Jolicoeur

      Secretary    
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