                                       Notes from Public Hearing of 12/29/2015


Those present; Peter Jolicoeur, Mark Randall, George Schott, Byron Boington, John Bennett and Bob Hodgkins.   Also present were CEO Ken Pratt, AVCOG Representative John Maloney.   Members of the community included; Bob Stevens, Susan Fournier, Bob Valentine, Matthew Fournier, Michael Gotto, Evelyn Gotto, Geoffry Swift, Kylie Mason and Paul Ostrowsky.
Meeting was opened at 6:04PM by acting Chairman, John Bennett.   Mr Bennett then reminded those preset that the meeting is televised and that only 1 person at a time should be speaking as the microphones will not pick up several voices at the same time.
The purpose of this Public Hearing is to give the neighboring community to the development on River Rd the opportunity to voice there concerns about the construction of a new Boat House on the Bates College property.
Ms Kylie Mason was present representing Bates College and gave a brief overview of the project for the benefit of the audience.   She covered the positioning of the present building and where the new structure will be and also the style of the building and stated that they had added an access gate.   She also discussed the issues some of the neighbors had with the new well on the property in proximity of any new septic system that may be designed on neighboring property.
Mr Fournier, neighbor, stated that he is still trying to iron out the details.   He stated that the Planning Board doesn’t spend enough time on the property and that since day 1 the information he has been getting is misleading.   He stated that he has had many discussions with Ken Pratt and that he has also contacted Bates College to find out what their intentions are and has not been satisfied with the results.
Mr Fournier continued with about dates and events that were beyond the scope of what the Planning Board reviews.   He also stated that when he asked how many people attend the regattas the number went from about 600 to about 300.   He also talked about the summer program that Bates College conducts with 75 to 80 kids from 5:30am going late into the afternoon.   He said the coaches use bull horns, there is no presence of security during the event and they have a generator running all night.   Furthermore, be believes Bates College has to obtain permits to conduct regattas and he does not think they have had any permits.   He stated that he can’t get a good feel for future usage after the boathouse is constructed.
Mr Mike Gotto, Stoneybrook Consultants, distributed a book of the plan he put together in behalf of Mr Fournier and Hasafun Inc.   He stated that he has uncovered information that was not known about and has incorporated in into his plan.   He stated that Bates College has asked for an expedited review but he wants the board to take their time in reviewing the plan and asked that we also review his manual.
Mr Gotto continued saying that there are, in his opinion, Shore Land Zoning issues and stated that in 1988 the board gave permission to complete a road that would go to a small non-residential educational facility.
Mr Bennett interrupted and asked why we were going thru all this.   Mr Gotto stated the usage of the facility has changed to increased activities and went on to a discussion the Land Use Ordinance and he believes there is an increase in the activity that it was originally approved for.   

A member from Bates College interrupted with the objection that this presentation was going ‘off topic’ and the discussion should be limited to the changes and any discrepancies in the application.

Mr Schott interrupted with a discussion about the new application and that they were here before the board because of these new uses.   He also stated that the board is limited on putting controls on many of the topics being discussed.   Discussion needs to be kept to the things the board has control over.
Mr Gotto then continued with references to page 7 of his manual and discussions of expansion of usage.   He stated that they are looking for restrictions that would prevent anyone other that the Bates Rowing Team from using the property.   Other points and requests that were brought up are as follows;


Times of the events

Summer camp – who and when


What is the principle use that has been established


What will the principle structures be


Impervious calculation



Is there a stream protection district?



What areas are used in the calculation?


Storm water treatment



The plan shows the slope for runoff being used for parking


Back lots



Principle structures



Will road need/be upgraded?


Parking



Allowable limit



Busing from another location and where from?


Some of the conditions need to be reworded


Vehicle access



Doesn’t accommodate 2-way traffic


Looking for MDOT permit with current trip count


Water supply and septic

Current location of the well restricts neighbors from installing septic systems

There is more people attending than reported


Noise levels


Mass gathering events



Need dual access to the property to accommodate 1-way in and 1-way out


Buffers



Neighbors except as stated on the plan

Mr Robert Valentine, representing Ms Geri Valentine, then stood and read a letter from Ms Valentine who could not attend.   He made the following points;


Crowd control

There was a lack of signage to the events and people were showing up at the Valentine farm looking for directions. 

There were several people roaming ff the Bates College property onto the Valentine property who had to be asked to leave.


Parking



Not providing what the parking need is



Case by case is not good enough


Well location



Currently is preventing Ms Valentine from having septic installed



Does not want any difficulty when the time comes for installation

Mr Schott then asked if the well was classified as public or private.   Mr Pratt responded that the well was pre-approved to be drilled but they are waiting for the final soil test results.   He also stated that the 300 foot setback to a septic system could be waived to only be only 150 feet.   There was a discussion about wells, setbacks and public water supply restrictions.
Mr Cliff Clifford, drilled the well for Bates College, weighed in on the well discussion adding that he had spoken with DHS and there are ways around the setback amounts but they needed the final soil test results.

Ms Sue Fournier, neighbor, stated that they asked all the questions and did all the research before building their home.   Now things are very different than what was said.   She is looking for more restrictions placed on the plan.

There was a discussion about Summer Camp.   Bates College stated that they run a camp for 3 weeks in the summer for college aged rowing members from other schools who show promise in the sport.   This is an event that provides networking with the potential for recruiting new team members.

There was a discussion about Peer Reviews and how could this help.   Mr Maloney stated that he had someone else review the Storm Water calculations to verify the findings.

The public Hearing closed at 8:44pm

Respectfully Submitted
Peter Jolicoeur                                                          _______________________
Secretary                                                                           Chairman
Greene Planning Board Public Hearing 12.29.15                                         Page 1 of  4

