Town of Greene, Maine

Planning Board Minutes

October 20, 2009 

      Rebecca Laliberte, Chairman, 946-3687

      Peter Jolicoeur, Secretary & Associate, 946-7250

      John Bennett, Treasurer, 946-4125

      Gaetan Breton, Jr., 576-6812

      George Schott, Associate, 946-7972

      Donna Harrison, Associate, 946-5856

      Joseph McLean, Associate 946-3007

      Karen Wilcox, Recording Secretary, 224-8061

      Ferg Lea – AVCOG, 783-9186

                         CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Rebecca Laliberte called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.  Those Members present were Ms. Laliberte, Gaetan Breton, Jr., George Schott, Peter Jolicoeur and new Board Member Joseph McLean.   Board Members John Bennett and Donna Harrison were not present. Also present was CEO Randy Ray.

I.                ANNOUNCEMENTS:

(A)   Planning Board Agenda for the November 10, 2009 meeting closes

  October 26, 2009.

(B)  Those who wish to appear before the Planning Board must

 Submit an application or other written documentation that

 clearly explains the purpose of the request no later than the

 agenda closing date for the next regular Planning Board

 meeting.

                          Topics will be heard under new business in the order received.

        Next regular Planning Board Meeting is November 10, 2009 at 

  7:00PM at the temporary Greene Town Office. 

(C)   All AVCOG fees must be paid prior to the signing of the Final 

Mylar.

II.               MINUTES FOR THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 PLANNING BOARD 

                         MEETING

Mr. Jolicoeur made a motion to accept the September 8, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. Schott seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted 3 in favor and 2 abstentions to accept the September 8, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. Breton and Mr. McLean abstained from voting because they were not present at the September 8, 2009 meeting.

III.        TREASURERS REPORT

Mr. Bennett was not present this evening; therefore there is no Treasurers Report.  

IV.              CEO REPORT 

Mr. Ray reported that there were 9 building permits issued.  The permits included 2 garages, 2 additions, 1 deck, 1 shed, 1 commercial and 2 fill permits.

Ms. Laliberte then introduced new Board Member Joseph McLean. 

OLD BUSINESS:      

V.         NONE.

NEW BUSINESS:

VI. RIVERVIEW ESTATES ROAD ASSOCIATION

Mr. Bill St. Pierre Vice-President of the Riverview Estates Road Association addressed the Planning Board.  Mr. St. Pierre stated that the hammerhead drawing presented at the last Planning Board meeting had been modified.  He stated that the new design would be more user friendly and contain a 90-degree turn.  Mr. St. Pierre believes that there would be enough room for emergency vehicles to turn around.  A letter was then read from Charles Noonan, the Road Commissioner/Town Manager, which stated he was not in favor of this hammerhead.  Selectmen Mr. Tony Reny then stated that a 4 to 1 consensus of the Selectmen was also not in favor of this hammerhead.  Some of the reasons being were safety issues, winter maintenance and snow plowing.  Mr. Reny stated that the town would not support this hammerhead turnaround.  Mr. St. Pierre stated the Town Ordinances does support hammerhead turnarounds.  Mr. Schott stated that building this road up to town standards does not mean the town has to accept this road.  Fire Chief, Mr. Phil Lavoie, stated that he believes that rescue equipment will not fit in this area.  Mr. Lavoie stated that rescue equipment would have to pull onto private property.  Mr. Lavoie believes that a cul de sac would be the better option.  There was then a discussion regarding the width and length of this area. Mr. St. Pierre had one interpretation of the ordinance and the Planning Board Members had another interpretation.  There was a lengthy discussion on measurements in the ordinance.  Mr. Jolicoeur read the ordinance, and stated that he believed the ordinance clearly stated the measurement to be 30 feet wide and 60 feet long starting at the abutting street.  Mr. Schott stated that this measurement is 50 feet from the end of the travel way and Mr. Ray added 50 feet past the end of the property.  There was then a discussion regarding snow plowing issues.  Mr. Breton then stated the road his home is located on was just approved by the town and that it is always a good idea to have the Selectmen, the Town Manager and the Fire Chief on your side when building a road.  There was then some discussion regarding the banking on the one side of this proposed hammerhead which contained a 9-foot drop off.   There was continued discussion regarding the dimensions of this hammerhead.  There was continued discussion whether the hammerhead would fit properly and whether safety would be an issue.  There was also a discussion regarding a driveway at the end of the hammerhead and the possible encroachment of this property.  There was then a discussion regarding another subdivision, Meadow View Estates.  Mr. Ray retrieved the plans for Meadow View Estates and showed them to all parties.  The Planning Board agreed that the way this road was built might be suitable as an alternative for the suggested hammerhead.  Mr. Schott suggested a site visit.    All parties present agreed that a site walk was warranted.  A site visit was scheduled for November 1, 2009 at 10:00am.  After looking at the plan for Meadow View Estates, the Fire Chief agreed that this plan appears to be a better alternative.

VII.              INFORMATIONAL EXCHANGE

      Mr. Ray stated that there could be an issue with a project that Mr. Richard 

      Valentine is working on.  It appears that this project is in Sabattus and includes

      25 to 50 feet of Greene property.  Mr. Schott commented that the CEO in 

      Sabattus was very competent and should be able to handle any issues that may arise.  

      Mr. Schott made a motion that the Greene Planning Board not get involved.  Mr. 

      Breton seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to not get 

      involved in the Sabattus project. 
VIII.            CORRESPONDENCE

                     NONE.

IX. OTHER

There was a discussion regarding the new Planning & Land Use Laws.  Mr. Schott made a motion that the Town of Greene should purchase 9 of these new Handbooks.  Mr. Jolicoeur seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to purchase these Handbooks.  

There was a short discussion regarding the procedures for Ordinance changes.

Seeing no other discussion, Mr. Schott made a motion for adjournment.  Mr. Jolicoeur seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:03pm.

Respectfully Submitted by

Karen Wilcox

Recording Secretary         
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