Town of Greene, Maine

Planning Board Minutes

September 8, 2009 

      Rebecca Laliberte, Chairman, 946-3687

      Peter Jolicoeur, Secretary & Associate, 946-7250

      John Bennett, Treasurer, 946-4125

      Gaetan Breton, Jr., 576-6812

      George Schott, Associate, 946-7972

      Donna Harrison, Associate, 946-5856

      Karen Wilcox, Recording Secretary, 224-8061

      Ferg Lea – AVCOG, 783-9186

                   PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing called to order at 6:37pm by Chairman, Rebecca Laliberte.  Those Members present were Ms. Laliberte, Donna Harrison, George Schott and Peter Jolicoeur.  Board Members John Bennett and Gaetan Breton, Jr. were not present.

Mr. Robert Gashlin, a Telecommunications Consultant, is representing US Cellular this evening.   Mr. Richard Trafton, an attorney from Trafton and Matzen, LLP was also present this evening.  Mr. Gashlin stated that this plan is for a 199-foot tall cell tower to be installed on the property that is intersected by Romeo Drive and Patton Road.  Mr. Charles Cloutier owns the property. There will be a 75 x 75 foot fenced in compound and an equipment shelter.  There will be a telephone line, electricity and a generator.  The access road will be 800 feet long.  Mr. Gashlin then explained the current RF frequency plots and why this tower is needed for better service.  Mr. Santomango, an abutter, asked Mr. Gashlin to explain where this property is located.  Mr. Santomango stated that he recently purchased this abutting property and was not familiar with where the cell tower would be located.  Mr. Gashlin explained to all present where the property is located stating that the lease will be for a 420 x 420 feet of area, 780 feet back from Romeo Drive.  Mr. Gashlin then explained the maps pertaining to this project.  Mr. Gashlin stated that there would be private utilities.  He also explained the rip wrapping, fabric net (aka jute matting) and topo grades.  Mr. Gashlin stated that the tower would be 199 feet high with no lights placed on a 75 x 75 foot compound.  The base of the tower would be triangular, 18 feet x 18 feet x 18 feet with 1 array and 3 arms for antennas.  Proposed 10-foot horizontal bars with a set of antennas will sit on the tower.  The question was asked how far is an array.  The answer was 3 feet in diameter, with a 6-foot extension in all 3 directions.  Mr. Gashlin then stated that the equipment unit would contain an air conditioning unit and the noise from this air conditioner would be as loud as a residential air conditioner and that it would be located 210 feet from the property line.  Mr. Gashlin then briefly reviewed the construction items, the Erosion and Sediment Control Plans and the Seeding and Re-vegetation Plan.  Mr. Gashlin then stated that there would be an emergency back up generator installed.  This back up could run for 8 hours.  The reason for this back up was instituted by the Hurricane Katrina Act which requires all cell towers to have 8 hours of back up service in the event of power loss.  A copy of this Federally mandated order will be attached to the minutes.  Mr. Gashlin then referred to a Sound Study that was prepared by Tech Environmental Inc.  A copy of this study will be attached to the minutes.  Mr. Tuck, an abutter, asked what time of the year this Sound Study was taken.  Mr. Gashlin stated that he did not know the answer to this question; however he stated that there was only a 30% margin for error.   Mr. Gashlin stated this tower is a standard type tower similar to the other 2 towers already erected in the Town of Greene.  Mrs. Tuck, an abutter asked if this tower would be the same height as the other 2.  The answer was, yes.  Mr. Santomango asked about the RF bouncing off of another US Cellular tower.  Mr. Gashlin again explained the RF study and reiterated that this tower is needed to ensure the best coverage.  Ms. Vickie Connell, an abutter asked whether a cell tower that looked like a tree could not be erected instead.  Ms. Connell stated that there is a tree like cell tower in New Hampshire.   Mr. Gashlin stated that a tree like cell tower could not be erected as high at 199 feet, the branches fall off and there is additional maintenance to this type of tower.  Ms. Laliberte stated that what US Cellular is asking for is in accordance to the Town of Greene’s Ordinance.  Ms. Laliberte suggested that if the town’s people would like the ordinance changed that they could petition to do so at the next town meeting.  Mr. Mel McCorrison asked why the abutters were not notified of the balloon test.  Mr. Gashlin stated that the notification requirement of the balloon test is not stated in the ordinance.  Mr. Gashlin then proceeded to explain the balloon test.  Mr. Gashlin stated that the balloon test was conducted in late June.  Mr. Tuck asked if the balloon test had been conducted in December would the same results have been yielded.  Mr. Gashlin then stated that the erection of this tower will be in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:21pm.

Recess was taken until 7:26pm.

                         CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Rebecca Laliberte called the regular meeting to order at 7:26pm.  Those Members present were Ms. Laliberte, Donna Harrison George Schott and Peter Jolicoeur.   Board Members John Bennett and Gaetan Breton, Jr. were not present. Also present was CEO Randy Ray.  AVCOG representative Ferg Lea arrived at 7:38pm.

I.                ANNOUNCEMENTS:

(A)   Planning Board Agenda for the October 13, 2009 meeting closes

  September 28, 2009.

(B)  Those who wish to appear before the Planning Board must

 Submit an application or other written documentation that

 clearly explains the purpose of the request no later than the

 agenda closing date for the next regular Planning Board

 meeting.

                          Topics will be heard under new business in the order received.

        Next regular Planning Board Meeting is October 13, 2009 at 

  7:00PM at the Greene Town Office. 

(C)   All AVCOG fees must be paid prior to the signing of the Final 

Mylar.

FOR THE RECORD IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE OCTOBER 13, 2009 PLANNING BOARD MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED TO OCTOBER 20, 2009 AT 7:00PM.  PLANNING BOARD AGENDA CLOSES OCTOBER 5, 2009.

II.               MINUTES FOR THE AUGUST 11, 2009 PLANNING BOARD 

                         MEETING

Ms. Harrison made a motion to accept the August 11, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. Schott seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted 3 in favor and 1 abstention to accept the August 11, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. Jolicoeur abstained from voting because he was not present at the August 11, 2009 meeting.

III.        TREASURERS REPORT

Mr. Bennett was not present this evening; therefore there is no Treasurers Report.  

IV.              CEO REPORT 

Mr. Ray reported that there were 11 building permits issued.  The permits included 1 home, 1 garage, 1 barn, 2 sheds, 4 decks/porches, 1 addition and 1 fill permit.  Mr. Ray then stated that a Public Hearing regarding the new Greene Town Office would be held on September 9, 2009 at 7:00pm.  Mr. Ray also stated that a special Town meeting regarding the new Greene Town Office would be held on September 16, 2009 at 7:00pm.  Both of these meetings will be held at the Greene Fire Station.  

OLD BUSINESS:      

V.         US CELLULAR-CELL TOWER

Mr. Robert E. Gashlin, a Telecommunications Consultant, is representing US Cellular this evening.   Mr. Richard Trafton, an attorney from Trafton and Matzen, LLP was also present this evening.  Mr. Gashlin and Mr. Lea had a discussion regarding the Phosphorus Plan.  Mr. Lea stated that the threshold limit in the Sabattus Watershed might not be able to be met because of the stringent rules.  Mr. Gashlin stated that $4,600.00 would be given to the town to do some environmental good somewhere else in the watershed.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding the Phosphorous Plan.  Mr. Trafton then address the Planning Board and stated that US Cellular is the true applicant (copy of letter from US Cellular is attached to the minutes).  Mr. Trafton also explained a real estate value study (a copy of this study is attached to the minutes).  There was then a discussion regarding the Tower Removal Bond.  Mr. Gashlin stated that the proposal was for a $20,000.00 Tower Removal Bond.  Ms. Laliberte stated that the Town of Greene and the town attorney must review the proposed amount of the Tower Removal Bond.  There was then a discussion regarding the lease.  Mr. Gashlin stated that the lease agreement had not yet been completed because more property may be needed then originally anticipated.  There was then a discussion regarding the buffers and the control of these buffers.  It was stated that a forested buffer must be kept.  There was then a discussion regarding the $4,600.00 and how it would be spent.  Mr. Lea suggested that the DEP, the Sabattus Watershed Committee and the Androscoggin Valley Soil and Water Conservation Committee get together and decide where this $4,600 should be spent.  There was then some discussion regarding the possible removal of the access road if the tower were removed.  This discussion turned to the possibility of a waiver not to remove the road and to retain the buffers.  There was a discussion regarding a conservation easement.  During this discussion it was stated that the CEO of Greene would oversee this easement.  Mr. Schott stated that there should be a landowner buffer agreement.  Mr. Gashlin stated that he would have Mr. Trafton draft said agreement.  After continued discussion regarding the buffers Ms. Laliberte suggested moving on.  Ms. Laliberte stated that some changes needed to be made to the Phosphorous Plan, the lease needed to be supplied and that the $4,600.00 check needed to be submitted.  Ms. Laliberte then stated that a Buffer Plan would need to be submitted and that said plan would be reviewed at the next Planning Board meeting.  It was also stated that a conservation easement would also need to be submitted at the next Planning Board meeting.  A building permit will not be issued until all of the above requirements are met.  Mr. Lea stated that he would have a draft of the Findings of Fact prepared for the next meeting.  

There was then some discussion regarding scheduling a Planning Board meeting for September 22, 2009 at 7:00pm to review only the material for the new Greene Town Office.  Mr. Schott made a motion to hold a special meeting on September 22, 2009 at 7:00pm.  Ms. Harrison seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to hold said meeting.  (For the record Mr. Noonan, the Town Manager, has stated that a special meeting on September 22, 2009 will not be needed).

There was then a discussion regarding rescheduling the October Planning Board meeting.  Mr. Schott made a motion to reschedule the October 13, 2009 Planning Board meeting to October 20, 2009 at 7:00pm.  Mr. Jolicoeur seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to hold the next Planning Board meeting on October 20, 2009 at 7:00pm.  Planning Board agenda for the October 20, 2009 meeting closes on October 5, 2009.
NEW BUSINESS:

VI. NONE.

VII.              INFORMATIONAL EXCHANGE

                     RIVERVIEW ESTATES ROAD ASSOCIATION

Mr. Ray explained the maps regarding this subdivision to the Planning Board.  Then Mr. Tom Carey, president of the Riverview Estates Road Association addressed the Planning Board.  Mr. Carey stated the original plan has cul de sac on it and that the intent now is to make the cul de sac into a hammerhead turnaround.  Mr. Carey stated that he met with the CEO and the Road Commissioner in July to discuss this change and it is acceptable.  Mr. Ray stated that the cul de sac space does not meet the ordinance; there is not enough room.  Mr. Ray stated that a hammerhead would be more appropriate and there is enough area.  There was a discussion regarding how much area was needed.  Mr. William St. Pierre, vice president of the Riverview Estates Road Association then addressed the Planning Board.  Mr. St. Pierre explained how the hammerhead would fit.  After some discussion the Planning Board agreed that the change to this plan would be acceptable.  It was determined that the Fire Chief must okay the change to this subdivision plan.  There was then a discussion regarding if just a note on the plan needs to be changed or if the Mylar needs to be changed.  Mr. Lea stated that he would find out what needs to be done on the official plan.  It was then stated that the application fee of $50.00 must be paid and that letters to the Fire Chief and abutters must be submitted before October 5, 2009 in order for this item to be put on the agenda for the October 20, 2009 Planning Board meeting.  

Ms. Laliberte stated that there is an applicant for the open seat on the Planning Board.

VIII.            CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Laliberte stated that the only correspondence received was a newsletter from AVCOG.

Seeing no other discussion, Mr. Jolicoeur made a motion for adjournment.  Ms. Harrison seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:05pm.

Respectfully Submitted by

Karen Wilcox

Recording Secretary         
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